College Admissions

& Scholarships 101
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Step One: Finding the Right

College




Finding the best match and fit

Look at the average GPAs and test scores of desired colleges

early!
The earlier you look at this, the more time there is to reach
goals

Determine what type of college environment is desired
Examples: rural vs. urban, small vs. large, etc.



UNC System Schools Minimum

Requirements for admission to an NC Public School (ex. App,
UNC, NC State, ECU etc).

o 2.5 cumulative weighted GPA

o 17 composite ACT score

o 880 critical reading + math SAT score

o Higher test scores = more scholarship money

If you don’t meet this minimums you are still eligible to go to
private schools and community colleges



Finding the best match and fit

Look at the average GPAs and test scores of desired colleges

early!
The earlier you look at this, the more time there is to reach
goals

Determine what type of college environment is desired
Examples: rural vs. urban, small vs. large, etc.



Guess the average GPA!
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Making a list

Advise your student to make a list of 3-5 schools to apply
Reach school(s): Schools a little outside averages (1-2)
Match schools: Schools that closely match average GPA and average

test scores (2-3)
Safety schools: Schools that have guaranteed entry or are well below

the averages (1-2)



Step Two: Getting Into

College




Important Terms to Know:

Early decision: students apply early in the application process, if admitted, they
must attend the institution (binding)

Early action: students apply early in application process. If admitted, they are NOT
required to attend the institution (non-binding)

Apply from October - December, hear back by January

Regular decision: students apply later in the application process, they are NOT
required to attend the institution

Apply in the spring, hear back in April

Rolling admission: admissions reps look at applications weekly, and accept
students weekly




Parts of College Applications

Academic rigor (difficulty of classes comparatively)
Extracurricular involvement

GPA

Test scores (ACT or SAT)

Personal statements/essays

Letters of recommendation

Application fee



* Upcolmj.ng College Deadlines

Early Action (Nen—Binding)

& NC Stale Universily Ocl. 15

<> NC Central Oct. 15

Il UNC Chapel Hill Ocl. 15

2 UNC School of the Arts Oct. 24
& UNC Charlotte Nov. o1
Nov. 01
. # Elon University Nov. 10

Example Deadllnes /& Appalachian State Nov. 15
- &g@# UNC Asheville Nov. 15

jisWarren Wilson College Nov. 15
£ Western Carolina Nov. 15
(= Guilford College Dec. 01
&w, Mcredith College Dec. 01
[@] Queens University Dec. 01
@ UNC Greensboro Dec. 01

W Wake Forest University Dec. o1

If you have any questions about the college College . -

3
4

\ :::ul- cor application process, contact your college Advising
adviser. Corps




Apply online! Go to admissions websites for more instructions

College Application Week (CAW)
Lots of colleges waive application fees during this time

Bring all seniors down to the media center to apply to one
college



Step Three: Paying for

College




Residency Determination Service (RDS)

Must complete to be eligible for in-state tuition! (public institutions and
community colleges

ncresidency.org- student must complete!
You will need:
Driver’s license numbers, Social Security Numbers, Tag numbers

Take extreme care in completing!

Times out after 25 days _ [r<




The Costs of College

Printer /Computer f'.'-c|h~-:r-e $ COmprer $ 1
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Borrowing . Income & savings . ‘Free" money



SCHOLARSHIP HAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

FREE money based on need or
merit (special talent, achievement

or skill)

GRANT

FREE money based on financial
need

STUDENT LOAN

NOT free and NOT based on
financial need




SOURCES OF SCHOLARSHIPS

Federal Government

State Programs

College/University funds

Outside agencies — Churches, Work, Civic Organizations, etc.



CFNC — College Foundatlon of North

of Nerth Carolina

( :I q‘ : O rg Helping you plan, apply, and pay for college C]?(l)lﬁlgiﬁahon

o | Sign in | Create My CFNC Account

en Espafiol About CFNC | Contact Us | Resol

Wonderful FREE website for parents and

866-866-CFNC(2362)

2sVideos | Need Help? | Advanced Search |[Search CENC

students!

Students create an account and can plan for
college/career, apply to colleges and
universities, send their transcripts, find

information about grants, loans and REREEES
. Financial Aid Primer
scholarships. R
Financial Literacy
Parents can help their child with college CPNC Events
and career planning, as well as explore NC E =
colleges/universities and saving for college. |l BRPY cinec o e

New NC rawing Adds
Savings

More news

Student

Parent

Adult Learner

Military [ Military Dependent

Education Professional
Account Holder

scholarships and
grants page

r 26 Check here to see



http://www.cfnc.org/

SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCES

Individual Colleges
Senior Guide on Canvas
FCHS Morning Announcements

College Board website -
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search #

 Fastweb.com
« Pitt County Schools Website; pitt.k12.nc.us
« FCHS Website


https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

Scholarship Resources

« Scholarship Spreadsheet (FCHS Homepage accessed through PCS)
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15tbTNIVdtJJkwuEILWSJPhiB16zNv7ZhWm6E7gzZNPng

& = (C | & Secure | https://www.pittk12.ncus/fchs
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